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Abstract

The chapter gives an intreductory overview on the biology of the 11 species of crocodilians

nhabiting the Americas. Geographical distribution is broadly discussed in the light of

biogeographical and evolutionary origins. As a broad generalization, crocodilians are

marphologically, aenetically, and eeologically conservative and show 3 high dispersal sbility, isicn L
which together complicate the delimitation of species boundaries. Furthermore, distinct clades > sefcove Sook usD 16559
of crocodilians are a result of environmental selection for different adsptive characteristics > Hordkoner ook U0 183 .
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