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Abstract Crocodilians usually remain inside or near their nests during most vulnerable life stages (as
eqgags, neonates and reproductive females). Thus, protection of nesting sites is one of the most
appropriate conservation actions for these species. Nesting sites are often found across areas with
difficult access, making remote sensing a valuable tool used to derive environmental variables for
characterisation of nesting habitats. In this study, we (i) review crocodilian nesting habitats worldwide
to identify key variables for nesting site distribution: proximity to open-water, open-water stability,
vegetation, light, precipitation, salinity, soil properties, temperature, topography, and flooding status,
{ii} present a summary of the relative importance of these variables for each crocodilian species, (iii)
identify knowledge gaps in the use of remote sensing methods currently used to map potential
crocodilian nesting sites, and (iv) provide insight into how these remotely sensed variables can be
derived to promote research on crocodilian ecology and conservation. We show that few studies have
used remote sensing and that the range of images and methods used comprises a tiny fraction of
what is available at little to no cost. Finally, we discuss how the combined use of remote sensing
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