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Abstract B ¥

5 The Common Thornytail {Uracentron
< Previous Article NextArticle > Knowledge on long-term population trends in crocodilians is essential to assess the effectiveness of e

conservation areas and to guide sustainable management practices. We studied changes in population size of flavieeps), pictured here in Amazonian Peru,
spectacled (Caiman crocodilus) and black caimans (Melanosuchus niger over a period of 17 yr at Mateococha, is a canopy-dwelling tropidurid lizard that is
a black-water lake located in Cuyabeno Wildlife Reserve, western Amazonia, Ecuador. Using standardized found in the Amazon basin and is one of only
spotlight counts and two mark-recapture surveys, we estimated the population abundance, body size two species in the genus. Thornytails live in

structure, and sex ratio in 1994, 2004, and 2011. The maximum number of C. crocodilus recorded in 1994 {147
individuals; 33 individuals/kilometer [ind/km]| of lakeshore) declined by 2004 to 94 individuals (21.1 ind/km)
and by 2011 to 63 individuals (14.2 ind/km). The number of M. nigerrecorded was low but constant (5-7
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